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       DEPARTMENT CONVENTION RULES

1. All meetings of this convention session shall be called to order promptly, as designated by the program.

2. Only duly accredited delegates shall participate in any official action of this convention.

3. Only qualified delegates and Department Officers, and the Department Chairman shall have the privilege of the floor.  Members of Department Committees may speak whenever matters pertaining to their respective committees are under discussion.

4. A delegate wishing to address the chair shall rise, address the chair as “Department President”, give their name and district, and wait for recognition before speaking.

5. The maker of a motion shall be permitted to open and close the debate on that motion, their discussion to be limited to three minutes.

6. Each person, except the maker of the motion, or the chairman or vice chairman of a committee, whose work is under discussion, shall speak but once to the motion—time limit, three (3) minutes.

7. When a member speaking is declared out of order, said member shall immediately be seated until an official ruling is made.
8. Voting on motions and resolutions shall be by acclamation unless a roll call is demanded by at least three delegates, in which case, roll call of delegates present on the floor shall be by Districts.

9. All recommendations and resolutions, permanent standing rules, and constitutional changes shall be referred to the Governing Documents committee for consideration and reported to the convention.

10. Any recommendations and resolution presented to the Governing Documents Committee and rejected by that committee may be presented from the floor when signed by three accredited delegates and shall then be brought before the convention for consideration.

11. Any recommendation or resolution involving finance shall be referred to the Finance Committee without debate, unless previously approved by them.  The Finance Committee, after considering new recommendations involving finance, shall report its findings to the Governing Documents Committee for action.
12. All delegates desiring delegate privileges must wear a delegate’s badge in plain sight at all meetings.  The Pages shall be charged with the responsibility of permitting only those wearing delegate badges to be seated in the delegates’ section of the Convention Hall.

13. If a delegate expects to be absent from a meeting, they shall give their badge to the Unit delegation Chairman, who shall select an alternate to take the delegate’s seat with their voting delegation.
14. The chairman of each delegation shall be charged with the responsibility of seeing that each duly accredited delegate wears the official badge and that only such delegates are seated with their voting delegation.

15. The audience shall remain seated, and no one shall be permitted to enter or leave the hall during reports or while a speaker is on the floor.
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