#1. Is it required for each unit to have an acting President?
Yes, it is generally required for the ALA unit to have a president to function as a chartered entity.  While not necessarily titled as “acting” a functioning unit must have at minimum a president and treasurer to manage operations. 
#2. What does ALAMIS stand for?  
American Legion Auxiliary Membership Information System
#3. When are impact reports due and who do they go to?
Member impact reports are due to the Unit President by April 15th, Unit President reports are due to the County President (if applicable) by Aoril 30th, County President reports are due to their District President by May 15th, District President report is due to the Department by June 1st.
#4. Unit Officers’ lists are due to the Department on…..
June 30th or whenever there are changes.  Please get these sent on time as they are used for distribution of the coming years information to the proper person.  If you are not getting these materials, this may be why.
#5.  When a unit disbands, I can send a transfer to Department for all members at once.  
Every member needs to fill out and sign a transfer form, AKA Member data Form, from the unit they are transferring to.  All members who don’t initiate a transfer to a unit, will be transferred to the 729 Unit which is the Dept Headquarters Unit by the Executive Director at the end of the fiscal year.
#6.  Do I pay my Department and District obligations on the same check and send it to Department?
No. Send Department to Department officer and the District to the District Treasurer by October 20th
#7.  Since the American Legion Auxiliary is non-profit, does our unit need a raffle license for games of chance like Bingo?
To conduct charitable gambling activities, a nonprofit organization will first need a charitable gambling license. The only gambling authorized under these licenses are bingo, raffles, games of skill and chance (generally, carnival-style games), and game nights (generally, casino-style games).   Requirements: Charitable organizations must be able to provide proof of tax-exempt status. A letter of tax-exempt determination from the IRS is required.  Proof of having an Iowa sales tax permit is also required. You should not use The Legions if they have one.
#8. An Auxiliary member in good standing can come to and Department, District, or Unit meeting, unless it is a closed meeting.
True


#9. When are unit data forms due to Department?
April 15th, there is a deadline to get the information to national so that the right dues amount goes on the renewals that they send out to our members
#10. Can I change my obligations to reflect current membership?
NO. You must pay them as printed.  They are based off of the year-end report we get from National and what is reported at national convention so that is the number that also determines our delegate strength for national convention and the number used for any obligations we would owe to them.
#11.  What month is Poppy Month?
May
#12. When is the Department President elected?
The Department President is not elected. In Article IV Section 2 of our governing documents it states “the Department Vice President shall automatically become President at the beginning of the succeeding year”.
#13. What system do we use to register for Girls State?
Campwise
#14. My Auxiliary  Membership has benefits?
Main are AEF, Discounts on vacations, hotels, and many other services. For a complete listing go to the National website and go to the benefit hub.
#15. Yearly 990
It is up to the unit to decide who will file this report.  It is important that this be done.  If you lapse for three years or more you will loose your non-profit status and will no longer be able to say that your donors are donating to a non-profit. Furthermore it is costly to get this back.
#16. When is Poppy form due?
June 20th and ¼ of the donations received minus your expenses spent for poppies.  This goes to the Department Office to be used for the welfare of a veteran(s).
#17. How does a unit request ALAMIS Access?
ALAMIS access is done through the department via the form on the website. Once completed it will be sent to national, and you will receive a link to watch the video and then once that is completed you will receive a user name and password.  These emails typically go in your spam so be on the lookout.
#18.  When does our electronic newsletter get sent out?
The 1st Friday it is the committee chairs and on the 3rd Friday it is Department Officers and District Presidents.
#19.  Why are some committee terms 1 year and some are 3?
The duration of committee terms can vary based on the specific committee’s responsibilities.  Some have a one year term to focus on specific projects or initiatives that need new and fresh ideas yearly, while others have a three year term to ensure that the committee has the time needed to develop and implement long term goals and policies.
#20.  Your Legion post controls the Auxiliary fundraisers, money and other operating decision.
FALSE. Besides verifying the eligibility of a potential member, no American Legion Post has the authority to determine the membership of a unit or dictate what a Unit does with their finances.
#21.  Legion posts who distribute poppies must turn in a poppy report and proceeds to the Auxiliary Department Executive Director.
TRUE. The same Auxiliary rules apply to the Legion.
#22. How does the President choose her Vice President?
The Vice President is not chosen by the president she/he is elected from the membership of the American Legion Auxiliary.  The preferred process and the one that holds the most weight is for her/him to declare their intent to run for VP to the Department Executive Secretary and choose a year to do so.  Then in the immediate preceding year she/he would need to be endorsed by their unit, county (if applicable), and then their district. Doing this shows that they are supported by each entity. Many candidates travel and “campaign” although that is not required.  However, a candidate can choose to forgo the endorsement process and run off the floor at the Department Convention.
#23. What is the date I need to pay my dues by for them to stay current and not lose any benefits such as AEF?
December 31st.  Dues are considered delinquent at 12:01 am on Jan1.  Until they are paid  benefits would be denied.
#24.  The Policies Manual can be changed when?
Per the Policies “These policies may be changed by majority vote of the Department Executive Committee”
#25. What can Poppy Funds (aka )Welfare Fund be used for?
Anything directly related to the welfare of the veteran, or a veterans family in need, such as groceries and gas cards, honor flight guardian fees, ASYMCA food pantries, and food and clothing for homeless veterans. They can also be used to purchase poppies and poppy kits.
#26.  I am interested in a Department Office. What should I do?
The Executive Director and/or nominating committee keeps record of those wanting to run for office.  If you desire to be a department officer, you tell The Executive Director and nominating committee stating the office and year you want to serve.  The immediate previous year you will want to start your endorsement process.  Traditionally, the most effective path begins with securing endorsement from your unit, followed by your county organization (if applicable), and then your district. This sequence not only reflects
longstanding practice but also tends to carry the strongest weight within the Department.
#27.  The Department Historian is a member of the Department Executive Committee?
TRUE. The Department of Iowa Historian is a member of the Executive Committee.  The Department of Iowa Executive Committee is made up of Department President, Department VP, Executive Director,  Chaplain, Historian, National Executive Committee Person, Life Members of the Executive Committee, The 3 Immediate Past Department Presidents, and the Current 9 District Presidents (Life members are Past National Officers) Furthermore, on a unit, county or district level, who comprises your DEC will be in your governing documents.
#28.  Should I wear my Auxiliary apparel to a political rally?
All entities of the American Legion Family are supposed to be non-partisan so they should not wear apparel that identifies them as a member of the American Legion Family when attending these events.
#29. The Constitution and Bylaws (Blue Book) can only be changed at Department Convention
According to Article XIV Section 1 “This Constitution and Bylaws may be amended at a Department Convention by a vote of two-thirds (2/3) of the total registered delegates.  The proposed amendment(s) must be read at the convention at a previous meeting before action is taken and will become operative at the close of the convention which they were adopted unless otherwise stated.”
#30.  Why does my living, eligible, veteran have to be a member of the Legion for me to join the Auxiliary?
The American Legion Auxiliary’s membership eligibility is determined by The American Legion; however, The American Legion’s determination of the ALA’s membership eligibility must also fit within the confines of the IRS definition of a 501(c)(19) veterans service organization auxiliary. Since the Legion sets those rules they have stated that the veteran must belong for the eligible auxiliary member to join.  The veteran does not have to continue to be a member after the Auxiliary member joins as the auxiliary member will always be eligible under that veteran as long as their dues are kept current.  When I had someone who wanted to join and their veteran didn't belong I suggested that they “gift" legion membership to the veteran and then join under that veteran.
#31.  Our impact numbers are included in the American Legions report to Congress?
Yes.  That is why it is important to fill out the impact reports and pass them on to the appropriate person in a timely manner.
#32.  How should photos be sent with my report?
Pictures should be sent separately



#33. A female veteran can join he Auxiliary without joining the Legion
Yes, however if that female veteran has other family that want to join under her service, she would have to become a member of the Legion so they can join the Auxiliary.  If using ALAMIS check Self/Veteran Only under the eligibility tab.
#34.  Who decides who can belong to the Auxiliary?
Each Auxiliary unit is responsible for vetting their members.  National suggests that the unit vote on each member or appoint a trusted person such as the membership chair to ensure that their eligibility meets national requirements.  Refer to Question #30 for overall eligibility.
#35.  A widowed spouse is eligible to join the American Legion Auxiliary under her deceased spouse even if she is remarried.
TRUE. The fact that the widow remarried does not deprive them of their right to belong to the Auxiliary. The spouse of a non-veteran is eligible for membership in the Auxiliary if their former spouse was a veteran and died either during the war or following their honorable discharge.
#36.  PUFL Dues
The trick is to purchase your PUFL while dues are still lower.  As an example, I purchased mine in my 50’s and it was 587 and ten years later in my 60’s it would have been 683so I have already saved almost $100.  As dues go up your price will go up.
#37.  You can count hours helping the Commander plan an event that benefits veterans.
TRUE.  You can count planning hours helping the Legion Commander as service to a veteran if the event benefits veterans.  This is part of the American Legion Auxiliary’s mission to support the American Legion and honor the sacrifice of those who served.
#38.  Can I count my hours donating food and time to a Veteran funeral luncheon?
No this is ultimately Community Service. It can only be counted if you are participating in the Burial Ceremony and then can only be counted if it was not counted by the Legion. No double dipping!
#39.  Time spent shopping for care packages for deployed miliary is National Security.
Yes. The American Legion Auxiliary actively supports deployed military personnel by sending care packages filled with essential items, which helps boost morale and provide comfort during deployment.  This practice is a way to show support and care for military families, and it is a significant aspect of the American Legion’s mission to honor and support those who serve our country.
#40.   Why can’t great granddaughters join the Auxiliary?
Due to the two degrees of consanguinity requirement which is outlined in the Internal Revenue Service Code Section 501(c)19. To change the Internal Revenue Code (IRC), a new federal tax law must be passed through the U.S. Congress and signed by the President. The Internal Revenue Service (IRS), part of the Treasury Department, then interprets and enforces the new laws. The Internal Revenue Code Section 501c19 allows certain organizations to be exempt from federal income tax if they meet specific membership and purpose requirements.  Membership Requirements: At least 75% of the organization's members must be war        veterans, and at least 97.5% of all members must include war veterans, present or former       members of the Armed Forces, cadets, or spouses of veterans. 
#41. We nominate a Unit Member of the Year, why not a county or district member of the year?
Member of the year is a national award. It is chosen at a unit level, then moves to district where a winner is chosen and then sent to department level where a winner is chosen and then that department winner is sent to national and then all department winners are recognized at the national convention.
If you would like to do this in your county or district you may feel free to do so.
#42. What would it take for us to be able to have a unit of the year award?
We most definitely could, BUT it would require a written resolution passed through a unit, district, and then department.  It would also require an included plan for funding the award.  However, regarding Member of the year, we struggle to even get a nomination from even 1 unit in each District. So participation would have to be key in taking this on.
#43.  Only the Executive Committee can see the financial reports and minutes.
FALSE. Any member in good standing can request a copy at any level.
#44. Who can submit a Governing Documents change? (Policies or Constitution and Bylaws)
Any member in good standing can submit a change.

Disclaimer: Some of these answers can vary based on circumstances.  If you are unsure you can check the by-laws of the entity involved.

